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Divergent 

HIV rates 
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 Low HIV testing rates among people with a sexually transmissible 
infection diagnosis in remote Aboriginal communities 

 James S Ward, Amalie Dyda, Skye McGregor, Alice Rumbold, Linda 
Garton, Basil Donovan, John M Kaldor and Rebecca J Guy 

 Med J Aust 2016; 205 (4): 168-171 

 Only 34% of clients with a positive STI test received an HIV test 

 

  Additional issues –  

 engaging PWID; 

 combination prevention. 





Hep C Elimination 

Testing needs to be 

frequent, coupled with 

treatment scale up, 

treating partners and 

networks. 

Some evidence that 

hep c diagnosis 

influences injecting 

practices, modifying 

risks & behaviours 

(Aust & Canada) 



 Prior to the introduction of DAAs in March, only 2,000 people had 

accessed treatment for HCV.  

 The introduction of HCV DAAs saw 27,000 people being treated by the 

end of July 2016, representing 13% of all people living with HCV in 

Australia.  

 We are on track to provide treatment to 40,000 people by the end of 

2016. 

 



Behavioural data from Gay  

Community Periodic Survey 

10yrs of GCPS data 

shows a steady 

decline in consistent 

condom use, with 

more gay men 

attempting to 

minimise their risk 

by serosorting or by 

having an 

undetectable viral 

load. 



 No anal intercourse with casual partners 

 Consistent condom use with casual partners 

 Any condomless anal intercourse by HIV-positive men on HIV treatment 
and with an undetectable viral load 

 Any condomless anal intercourse by HIV-negative men on PrEP 

 Any condomless anal intercourse by HIV-positive men not on HIV 
treatment or with a detectable viral load 

 Insertive-only condomless anal intercourse by HIV-negative or 
untested men not on PrEP 

 Any receptive condomless anal intercourse by HIV-negative or 
untested men not on PrEP. 

 

New definitions of Risk 
Future surveys will categorise participants’ 

recent sexual behaviour as follows: 



Rates of HIV testing stable nationally (increased in QLD) and comprehensive 

STI screening has increased. 



 Willingness to use PrEP 28-32% of negative and untested men 

 Only small numbers of men in the 2015 survey have used PEP or PrEP 

but expected that proportion will increase in future 

 

 Early experiences from the VicPrEP study 

 Participants reported reduced concerns about HIV acquisition;  

increased confidence about sexual performance and enhanced sexual 

pleasure. 

 New identification“neg and on PrEP” 

Willingness to use PrEP 



Stigma research 

 Development of a National Monitoring System of 

Stigma among PLHIV – Carla Treloar, CSRH, UNSW 

 Stigma identified in the 5 National Strategies which 

address BBVs and STIs.  

 Require set of indicators via which progress can be 

monitored. 

 











HIV disclosure mastery 



HIV & the law  
 Consensus statement 

Sexual transmission of HIV and the law: an Australian medical consensus statement 

Mark Boyd, David Cooper, Elizabeth A Crock, Levinia Crooks, Michelle L Giles, Andrew Grulich, Sharon R 
Lewin, David Nolan and Trent Yarwood 

Med J Aust 2016; 205 (9): 409-412. 

Criminal cases involving human immunodeficiency virus transmission or exposure require that 
courts correctly comprehend the rapidly evolving science of HIV transmission and the impact of 
an HIV diagnosis.  


